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CREATIVITY DID ROCK!
The last few weeks have been absorbed by the Creativity Rocks! Project. Filling the Hall and Main
Galleries of the Neilson Park Creative Centre with vibrant student drawings opened up a new
horizon. When two busloads of North Kipling students came to perform their poetry and
dance, the place overflowed with high octane creativity. That three principals of North Kipling
(former, acting and current) attended the Reception affirmed the strong bond that has formed
over the years with that school community.
The success of the Creativity Rocks! Project was confirmed by the blogs that the students wrote
after the Reception. Here is what one student wrote:
When I look back at the presentation, I think about a different way it represents Human Rights.!When
it comes to human rights, we always hear that every person can make a difference and when we
come together we are strong.!In our performance, it was similar.!All of us worked on it and did a little
bit. There were three classes and about five groups in each and about six people in each group, so
when you think about it, there were a lot of people, meaning it was a big presentation.!However, to us
it didn’t feel that way.!Each one of us did a small part, but when there were so many together, it was
something bigger, yet it didn’t require that much effort on all of us.! This is the same for Human
Rights. If we each do a small bit, we don’t feel a burden, but when that small bit comes together, it is
something bigger. Abdul, Grade 7/8G
Many such appreciations gave meaning to the efforts of everyone who participated in the
Project’s success. Thanks to Amy, Brenda, Ina, Louise, Nancy, Patricia and Robin, who strung the
foam core panels, mounted the drawings on the panels, formatted the slide show, prepared the
labels, hung the show, helped at the Reception and struck the show. Above all, thanks to Ina, who
as Lead Artist for the CR! Project kept everyone on task and on schedule, and helped me write
the Report to ArtsSmarts.
We can all feel proud of what has come of the Milkweed idea.
Austin Clarkson, Director, The Milkweed Collective
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CREATIVITY ROCKS! 2013
Reception
Neilson Park Creative Centre
April 17, 2013
BY LOUISE CORDINGLEY-ZYCH
Ar tist-Teacher, The Milkweed Collective

Mercedez Smith, 7B North Kipling JMS
Jeremy Sale Photography

I arrived at Creativity Rocks! wearing a new hat, that
of reporter. My maiden voyage as such took me from
fact finding to observing to reflecting. Somewhere
between observation and reflection my voyage
turned into a full mind, emotion and spirit wave; quite
unexpected. Any event that takes me on this kind of
journey has to have been a major success.

Vince Crisanti (Toronto City Councillor, Ward One,
North Etobicoke), Karl Sprogis (Co-Chair, Board of
Directors, Ar ts Etobicoke), Agnieszka Chalas
(Community Engagement Officer, ArtsSmarts),
Andrea Thompson (Poet and Teacher of spoken
word) and, of course, the principal of James Culnan
Catholic School, Michele O’Dowd and the two
overlapping principals of North Kipling Junior Middle
School, past principal, Lesa Semcesen, acting principal
Susan Currie and current principal, Alex Tracey.

The sixty three North Kipling students, their lead
teachers, Douglas Cornell, Marilyn Orszulik and Ellen
Walton and lead artist, Ina Puchala, with Andrea
Thompson in attendance, were in the final twenty
minutes of rehearsal in the Main Gallery when I
arrived at NPCC. The Gallery was surrounded by
the quiet buzz of preparation. Amy Capern was busy
organizing the “front desk”, readying to greet guests,
take orders for DVD's of this and last years event, sell
bags and accept donations. Patricia and Robin were
preparing for the children's dinner of pizza, cookies
and juice. Donna Carr (Facilitator in Training),
accompanied by daughter Megan, lent hands where
needed and Austin, in celebratory presence,
conferred and greeted as we all anticipated the
celebration, three hard working months in the
making.

Guests were first greeted by Amy and then by the
brilliant streams of colour, energy and honesty lining
the walls of the Hall and Main Galleries. In total, there
were two works each, produced by 65 students,
grades 1 to 8, selected from 11 classes in the ECiD
program since September 2012. Additionally, a slide
show displayed a continuous stream of the works of
the 372 students, teachers and parents who
participated in the ECiD program since September. It
truly was a feast for the eyes, spirit and imagination;
the first ever all student exhibition by Milkweed at
NPCC.
At the request of Austin's bell, all gathered in the
Main Gallery to be greeted by Austin, cameras rolling
and snapping. After recognizing the special guests and
hearing a few words from Donna Cansfield, Vince
Crisanti and Agnieszka Chalas, Ina introduced the
program, teachers and lead students Amina Khan,
Chelsea Santoo and Shawn Singh, responsible for the
blog.! !
!
!
!
!
!
!continued on pg. 3...

Stu Beecroft filmed the rehearsal, Jeremy Sale
photographed and Andrea Thompson offered the
students an inspiring pep talk after which the children
enjoyed a well deserved break with dinner and
burning off energy outside. What a perfect day
Mother Nature provided for them! As they prepared
for the upcoming performance, guests arrived. All
told, there were about fifty people in attendance,
including Donna Cansfield (MPP Etobicoke Centre),
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...continued from pg. 2

genuine connection they made with her words and
voice. And there was the final movement.....

The magic of the evening commenced. The
collaborative poems, written by the student/
perfor mer s, were recited to movement,
choreographed by Ellen Walton, and the wave
began. A series of waves, almost like the
movements of a symphony, accelerating gradually
to the climax of the final movement. The
movement of the performers in and out of centre
stage was like the ebb and flow of the sea. The
words and ideas they expressed were riveting,
thought provoking, honest and forceful. The
choreographed movements were powerful,
sometimes harsh, sometimes fluid, all in sync with
the spoken poetry. From where I sat, I could only
see the upper halves of the bodies in motion and
the most powerful image for me was a sea of
open, up-stretched white arms, like the wings of
doves. The theme addressed by these grade seven
and eight students was human rights and they did
so with incredible sophistication and insight. They
did not back away from reality. They did not break
away from truth. They did not break away from
solutions, resolution and hope.

After Austin closed the event, bidding all a good
night, the performers did not go their separate
ways. They merged together in a single wave,
energies released, the room filled with talking,
laughter, smiles and movement. They would ebb
apart and then flow together to be photographed
by Jeremy, over and again, while the slide show
continued to run. A quiet reminder of the reason
for this coming together, sharing and experiencing.
One boy broke away from the massive wave to
watch the slide show by himself.
Slowly there were fewer people in the Gallery. A
couple of adults came to speak with me, against
the backdrop of students voices as they prepared
to board the awaiting bus. The electricity of the
event filled the almost empty Gallery, so I closed
my eyes to reflect on that. The last image I saw
projected itself in my minds' eye. It was of a boy,
walking back and forth before the changing slide
show, he becoming the images, the images
becoming him.

It is impossible to adequately describe the
performances and do them justice. I honestly hope
that all of you have an opportunity to see the
upcoming DVD of this special evening. This is
something to be experienced, not objectified.

With my eyes still closed, I heard the sounds of
closing up shop. Adult voices that were but a
whisper, suddenly found. Chairs being stacked.
Electricity turning to busyness and practical
matters.

Following the empowered and empowering
performance, the stage was taken by Andrea
Thompson, who offered words of encouragement
and inspiration to the performers. She had come
prepared to present a particular poem, but
changed her mind when she understood what the
theme of the evening was. Dedicating her poem to
the performers as her muse and inspiration, she
proceeded with a powerful performance of her
poem, One. The performers were seated on the
floor, out of my sight, but I could hear and feel their
response to Andrea's performance. I could feel the

No children's voices left. I opened my eyes to see
their voices on the wall ahead. Art created outside
of the evenings' theme, but much of it resounding
to that call. Recognizing the realities of fear, death,
violence, inequality and hate. Recognizing the
realities of love, faith, peace, happiness, kindness
and hope.
It was a good night.
Congratulations to all who made this happen.
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Creativity Rocks Exhibition, Main Gallery, Neilson Park Creative Centre

Panoramic by Jeremy Sale

CREATIVITY ROCKS! GOES DIGITAL
Ina Puchala, Lead Artist, Creativity Rocks Project
A new feature to the Creativity Rocks! 2013
project was blogging, a development in part
inspired by the ArtsSmarts mission statement ‘to
support… the arts as a means to engage students
with 21st Century life and learning’.

surprises. The round of comments to the postings
added another layer of dialogue some tweet-like,
some ‘longer than two paragraphs’. Further to the
first round of postings, students from one class
reflected on the works of fellow students from
other participating classes further expanding the
multiplicity of perspectives and interpretations in
viewing a drawing. Successive rounds of peer
reflections and feedback reveal a growing ease of
commentary.
A rise in confidence and self
assuredness make apparent the personality of the
writer. The digital platform creates an environment
of trust and inclusiveness.

Living in a digital age it made perfect sense to
encourage students to create a class blog posting
their drawings and reflections which invite
comments on the creative process. What a thrill it
was to get that first announcement from Lead
Teacher, Doug Cornell that a blog was up and
running uploaded with pictures and text. This was a
new platform in which to document the creative,
reflective and interpretive process; an ideal forum
for opening up the process to peer reflection and
feedback. The potential was limitless, the
possibilities unknown.

PS. Look out for the closing round of postings feedback on the overall project…what I liked, what
I learned, and how it changed me.

Invariably there were technical glitches impeding a
smooth roll out for all. Those students with a
natural propensity for IT came to the aid and the
posts continued. Their writings spoke to the act of
picture making, the sharing of individual stories
within a small group in which they learned about
themselves and others. They spoke of play and fun,
of peers, of the imagination and unexpected

Check out the blogs at the links below:
http://www.crispywaffles.blogspot.ca/
http://www.7bnk.blogspot.ca/
searchupdatedmax=2013-01-31T11:23:00-08
:00&max-results=7
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PHOTOS OF CREATIVITY ROCKS! 2013
The “Stringing” Section
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Creativity Rocks! 2013 Rehearsal at North Kipling JMS " "

Creativity Rocks! 2013 Performance and Reception at NPCC"
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Photos by Austin Clarkson
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Photos by Ina Puchala
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Photos by Jeremy Sale

Austin Clarkson with Guest Poet Andrea Thompson

Dismantling the show at NPCC"
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Photos by Austin Clarkson

For more beautiful photos of the Creativity Rocks! 2013 Reception please visit Jeremy Sale’s gallery:

http://jeremysale.zenfolio.com/creativity_rocks_2013
Also check out Creativity Rocks! in SNAP Newspaper: http://snapd.at/eeh84g.
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EXPLORING CREATIVITY IN DEPTH
WORKSHOPS IN 2013
Patricia McPhail, Assistant Director, The Milkweed Collective
Our winter session of ECiDs was certainly quieter than we had hoped as the TDSB job action of restricting
field trips was still in place. Darlene Allen from James Culnan Catholic School brought two of her classes
and Su Calpu from Wellesworth Junior School was able to bring her class (we didn’t press her for details as
to how she was able to manage this - just glad to see her!)
To accommodate Marilyn Orszulik and Ellen Walton from North Kipling we were able to take the program
to their classes. Even with all the difficulties of bells, recesses, and small spaces to create and share the
pictures, the students rose to the challenge and created amazing images. However, the students did say they
missed coming to Neilson Park! These two classes were part of the ArtsSmart grant that would be creating
the poetry and movement responses for Creativity Rocks! 2013. We discovered that it is possible to take
the ‘show on the road’ but it is a lot more work and and makes for a very long day. Thank you to the
facilitators for going above and beyond to make this happen - Carolanne McLean, Robin McPhail-Dempsey,
Ina Puchala, Brenda Sturino, Louise Zych and Patricia McPhail.
After hearing that the field trip restriction was being lifted, we debated as to whether we would try to offer
programs in the Spring. However, as we had decided in the fall not to do a Spring Session, due to our
funding situation, we determined to stay with that plan. We have now elected to do a full year of
workshops starting in September 2013 and going through until June 2014. An email was sent to the
teachers and principals advising them of our decision and to date we have already received 12 bookings for
next year.
Neilson Park Creative Centre has been very supportive of our program and has guaranteed us our
Thursday spot for next year. I will be contacting the facilitators to see who is still able to be available on
Thursdays. We look forward to a great year together!
As to the long term future of the ECiD program, that will depend on whether or not we can secure more
stable funding. My hope is that as long as we have money, willing facilitators and eager classes we will
continue to offer Exploring Creativity in Depth workshops to spark the creative imagination in a new group
of students and teachers.

NEW AND IMPROVED...
EXPLORING CREATIVITY IN DEPTH WEBSITE
Congratulations to Ina Puchala and Daniel Foley for the changes made to the website.
If you haven't checked it out recently I encourage you to do so. They did a wonderful job with it.
Well done!

www.exploringcreativity.org
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